
 

Level 1 Notification 
March 19, 2026 

 

NOTIFICATION OF SULFUR DIOXIDE RELEASE 

*Information Only 

 
On March 19, 2026, the Valero Refinery informed the Solano County CUPA that recent flaring 

caused sulfur dioxide to be released in excess of reportable quantities. The release was caused 

by ongoing shutdown operations at the refinery. Shutdown operations are expected to 

continue for several more weeks and will involve intermittent odors and flaring. 

 

Benicia Fire Department staff will continue to monitor the situation. We will notify the 

community if there are any significant changes. 

 

Questions? Please contact: 

 

Benicia Fire Department 

707-746-4275 

hazmatliaison@ci.benicia.ca.us 
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